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AN IUNT-E- 
To that common — ; 


OBJECTION againftthe QUAKERS, 


That they condemn all but Themſelves; 
With a Loving and Faithful Advertiſement to 
the Nation and Powers thereof. 


OBJECTION. 

T #u commonly Objefted againſt us, That we condemn all bat our 
ſelves, all the Proteſtant Churches, Martyrs, and Worthies 
formerly (many of whom were valiant Champions againit Rome, 
and divers of them ſealed their Teftimony with their blood ) and 

all ſorts of Chriſtians and Profeſſors at preſent , who are not juſt of oay 
ftamp and way, thoughotherwsſe never ſo zealous and npright-hearted 
towards God. 


ANSWEE R. 

The Proteſtant.Churches ( as they are called in way of diftinion 
from the Churchof Rowe ) the bleſſed Martyrs, who ſuffered tor the 
Teſtimony of a pure Conſcience cowards God, and all the Worthies 
of the Lord in their ſeveral Generations, who fought againſt that Scar- | 
let Whore, were accepted of God in their Teſtimony againſt Her, and 
are not diſowned by us, but dearly owned and honoured therein: And 
for agrecing with chem in their teſtimony in ſeveral things, as againſt 
deriving of a Miniſtry from Rome (which L=ther wrote again{t,and 
?ohn Hs propheſied of another Miniſtry toariſe) and againſt main- 
raining the Goſpel Miniſtry by Tythes, or any other way of forced 
Mainterlance, which ( till Popery. grew very ſtrong and powerful) 
was known to have been free, and againſt ſwqaring, &c. ( Walter 
Brute ſaid, the perfettion of Chriſtian men 1 not to ſwear at all becauſe 
they are ſo commanded of Chriſt, whoſe commandment = innocaſe 
be broken, although that the City of Rome s contrary tot & Doltrine 
of Chriſt, Fox his ARts and —_—_ Page 460,461. And ſee alſo 
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That they condemn all but Themſelves; 
With a Loving and Faithful Advertiſement to 
the Nation and Powers thereof. 
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T u commonly Objefted againſt us, That we condemn all bat our 
ſelves, all the Proteſtant Churches, Martyrs, and Worthies 
formerly (many of whom were valiant Champions againit Rome, 
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let Whore, were accepted of Godin their Teſtimony againſt Her, and 
are notdiſowned by us, but dearly owned and honoured therein : And 
for agreeing with chem in their teſtimony in ſeveral things, as againſt 
deriving of a Miniſtry from Rome (which Luther wrote againit,and 
Fohn Hm propheſied of another Miniſtry toariſe) and againft main- 
raining the Goſpel Miniſtry by Tythes, or any other way of forced 
Mainterſance, which ( till Popery grew very {trong and powerful ) 
was known to have been free, and againſt ſwearing, &c. ( Walter 
Brute ſaid, the perfettion of Chriſtian men 1s not to ſwear at all, becauſe 
they are ſo commanded of Chriſt, whoſe commandment _ innocaſe 
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Page 495. Thorp's teſtimony both about Tythes and Swearing.) For 
theſe very things and ſuch like ( as for following of Chrift, in not re- 
ceiving or giving that honour which is out ofthe faith, and for teſti- | 
fying againſt the hypocriſies and corruptions of our age) do we ſuffer | 
in this our day, even-as they did in their day, from the ſameSpirit | 
that perſecuted them ; which though it hath mucti changed irs form | 
and way of appearance, yer ſtill retaineth the ſame nacure, f 
But all things were not diſcovered at once. Ehetimes were then 
dark, and the {izhr ſmall : yer they being faithfull according to what 
was diſcovered, were pretious in the Lords eyes : and what through | 
ignorance they erred in, the Lord winked at and overlooked, bein 
pleaſed wi:hthar ſincerity and ſimplicity of heart, which he had Airred 
up in them towards himſelf, Butif they were now alive in theſe our 
daies, and ſhould depart from the ſincerity which was then in them, 
and oppoſe the Light of this age , they would not then be accepted of 
the Lo1d, but their former fincerity would be forgotten. For the Light 
ſhineth more and more towards the perfe& day : and it is not the 
owning of the Light as it ſhone in the foregoing ages, which will now 
commend any man to God, but the knowing and ſubjeRing to the 
Light of the preſent age. Even as in theſe our dayes, there was (ſome 
years ago ) an honeſt zeal and true fimplicity ſtirring in the Puritans | 
( eſpecially among the Non-conformiſts of them ) which was of the | 
Lord, and was very dear to him: And had the generations of this age 
abode there, they would have been ableto have followed the Lord in 
every further ſtep and leading of his Spirit. But departing from that 
into ſome form orother, the crue ſimplicity withered, and another 
thing vega tolive in them, and ſo they ſetled upon their lees, mag- 
nifying the form they had choſe to themſelves,cill ar length their hearts 
became hardned from the pure fear, even to the contraRing of a ſpirit 
of prophaneneſs, inſomuchas they could mock at the next remove and 
diſcovery of the Spiric as ſome new Light: & ſo by degreeshavegrown 
perſecutors of that Spirit in its out-goings in the people ofthe Lord, 
, which they themſelves had once ſome talt ot, while they were reproach- 
ed for Puritans. And the God of this world, who art firſt tempred 
them aſide into the form, hach at length prevailed ſo far to blind them 
| therewith, that they*can neither ſee what ſpirit they themſelvesare 
| of, nor what ſpirit itis rhey perſecute. 
| Let therefore people conſider thetruth of che thing, as it 1s before 
the Lord: We do not caſtdirt upon any, in whomche truth of God 
bath ſtirred and appeared in any meaſurein former ages,or inthis our 
age; 
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ge: but this we teſtife ets wit, the ſetting up of any form, 
without the life and power : forit istheerring ſpirit which ill cryech 
up the form, to keep down the power by thetorm, and ſo by the help 
of it to bewitch from the Spirit, wherein is the life, and notin the form, 
This was the painted Jezabel of the Apoltles age, falſe reachers finely 

drefſed up themſelves with the form of godlineſs, and then under this 
cover they could deny the power, and make head againſt it, 2 Tim.3. 

5. how eaſie is it for them who appear in the form of the doRri'1es of 
the Goſpel, in the form of zeal, inthe form ofholinefs, co paſsin a 
Nation for the true Church, and chento aſperſethem for Heretickes , 

who( appearing in the power ) cannot bur deny that form which is 

without thepower. This is the great Witch of this age( even that ſpi- 
rit of zeal and devotion, which is beft clothed and decked with the 
form without the power ) which though men (who judge of the things 
of God afcer the fleſh) juſtilie,admire, and much contend for in her 
ſeveral ſhapes and dreſſes ( ſome being for one, ſome for another ) 

yet the Lord is ſearching after her,and will find her out with his ecernal 

flames, which will make her manifeſt, and all her lovers ſhall dread 

her burning and bed oftorment. Now asall along the Apoſtacy, this 

bewitching ſpirit ( this ſpirit which bewitcheth from the power ) hath 

crept up under a form of Church worſhip and holineſs : ſo the other. 
Spirit ( the pure Spirit of life, the Spirit of true zeal, and fear of the 

Lord )hath ſtill appeared more and more out of the forms. Who were 

the beſt Preachers , and moſt eminent Chriſtians in the Puritan daies? 

Werethey not choſe wholeaſt minded the form then, nay indeed, who 

were moſt againſt the form, and perſecuted for their conſcientious 

ſtumbling at ic? &who were thegreatelt perſecutorsthen, but they who 

were molt zealous for the form, both of the government and worſhip 

of the Church of England ? And where is the perſecuting ſpirit next 

to be looked for, but inthe forms which ſhould next appear ? And 

where likewiſe is the appearance of the true ſpirit next to be looked 

for, but in thoſe whomthe Lord ſhouldraiſeup to reſtifie againſt thoſe 

forms, and to be the ſucceeding ſufferers for theirteſtimony, as the Pu« 

ricans had been foregoing ſufferers fortheir teſtimony ? 

Yer if there be any perſons lefc, among any of the forms which 
have appeared (whether former or later) that have not loſt their ſin- 
cerity and true zeal towards God, them we own and bave unity 
with, ſo far-as they keep, or rather are kept thereto. If there be any 
among the Epiſcopal ſort, that in truth of heart deſire to fear the 
Lord, and look upon the Common-Priyer-Book as an acceptable 
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way of worſhipping him , we pity their blindneſs, yet are tender to- 
wards them, and would not have the ſimplicity perſecuted in them 
becauſe of this, but rather cheriſhed. If there be any among the 
Presbyterians, Todependents , Anabapriſts, Seekers , or any other 
ſort, thatin truth of heart wait wpon the Lordin thoſe wayes, and 
do not find a deadneſs overgrown them, bur a pure, freſh, lively 
zeal towards God, with an unfeigned love to his people, our hearts 
are one with this, and we cannot fight againſt this good thing in any of 
them,though in love to them we teſtifie, that their form and way of 
worſhip is their preſent loſs and hinderance yet we doubt nor, but that 
the Lord (in histime) will make manifeſt ro ſuch the Light of this age, 


which is the very thing the People of God in many fore-going ages ' 


have been praying for. Bur this is our lamentarion, that forms and 
wayes of worſhip abound , but the Puritan-Principle, the Puritan- 
ſpirit is loſt and drowned in them ail, and that men are hardened 
againſt our teſtimony, nor from the remainders of the ſimplicity in 
them , but becauſe they are erred from the fimplicity, and fallen in 
league with anorher ſpirir, which hath lain lurking in forms of know- 
ledge and worſhip (to tempt aſide from the ſimplicity, and to hide the 
ſight of thelife and power from thepanting ſoul) all this night of the 
Apoltacy, 

Now mark how eaſie and natural it is to that ſpirit to enter into a 
form,to cry upa form, to ſet up a form in a Nation,City,or Country, 
(doubtleſs it had been done in this Nation long ago, had nor the 
mighty hand of the Lord withſtood it, ) When the evil and un- 
clean ſpirit is dete&ted and driven out of one form, if ic doth 
not get another ſhddenlyto appear inand tempt with, ir muſt needs 
loſe many of its Subjects. The ftrumpec or falſe Church is forced 
(as God diſcovers her nakedneſsand lewdneſs) to change her dreſſes 
end appearances, to new-trick and adorn her bed : and then, as if ſhe 
alſo were changed, and were nowno longer the ſame, ſhe comes forth 
again with boldneſs, and tempteth the young man again to come in 
unto her, Prov.7.16. And thus ſe caſteth down many wounded, yea 
many ſtrong men have been ſlain by her ver(.26.who otherwiſe would 
have pondered the path of life, chap. 5.6; had they not been enſnared 
by her flatteries, who forſakerh the guide of her youth, and forget- 
teth the Covenant of hy God,, Chap.2.17, There is no more certain 
and ready way to ſuppreſs truth, and to betray the honolty which 
is ſingly ſearching afcer it, than to preſent a form of godlineſs or wor- 


Aþip , as the proper way of mgecing with ic : for hereby the ſoul is 
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lalled aſleep with a falſe hope, BY the freſhneſs of its defire begins 
rodie,and its life to wither, & then the ves part eahly grows into 
unity with,and zeal for that form web ihdeed is of the fleſh, though 
it appeared and tempred as if it had been otherwiſe. And how many 
have gone a great way towards Hell, 8& have bin deeply intangled and 
diſtreſſed in the Chambers of death, by entring into this ſtrumpets 
Church or houſe which they then (through the ſubtilty of her deceit) 
took for the houſe or Church of God? Pre.7.27. Conſider thething 
a liccle ſeriouſly : When the evil ſpirit is driven out of his ſtrong hold 
of groſſe Popery,whither ſhould he run but into Epiſcopacy ?_When 
he is driven out of Epiſcopacy , whither ſhould he run but into Preg® 
byrery ? When he 1s driven out of Presbytery, whither ſhould he 
run bue into Independency ? When he isdriven but of Independency, 
whither ſhould he run but into Anabaptiſm ? When he is driven out 
of Anabaptiſm , whither ſhould he run but intoa way of Seeking ? 
And what is his end of running into Epiſcopacy, but to ſave alive 
that ſpirit which was hunted out of Popery (and could abide no 
lorger there) and ſo the better (and the ſafer from being diſcerned) 
to reproach and perſecute the other ſpirit (where ever it appeared) 
under nick-names of Puritans, Separatiſts, Browniſts, Round-heads, 
&c. And what is his end afterwards of running into Presbytery, but 
to ſave that alive which was hunted out of Epiſcopacy, and to perſe- 
cute the former truly zealous Spirit (where ir ſhould further appear 
afterwards) by means of thatform ? Thus the forms and appearances 
of things change, bur the fight is ſtill the ſame, the evil ſpirit Ritl 
getting uppermoſt under a form of godlinefs,and from thence ſhoot- 
ing forth its arrowes at thoſe that ſeek after purity of hearr, and can- 
not but teſtifie againſt thoſe forms where the impure one lodpeth. 

This then is the ſum of our anſwer in thjs reſpeR : we are not a- 
gaioſt the true life and power of godlineſs, wherever it hath appeared, 
or yet appears under the vail of any form wharſoever.Nay all perſons 
who 'fingly wait upon the Lord,in the ſimplicity and ſincerity of their 
hearts, whether under any form, or ont of forms (that macters little 
ro us) are very dear-unto us in the Lord, But we are apainlt all 
forms, Images, imitations, and appearances, which betray the ſim- 
plicity and ſincerity of the heart , keep the life in bondage, and en- 


danger the loſs of the ſoul. And too many ſuch now there are,which 


hold the immortal ſeed of life in captivity under death, over which 
we cannot but mourn, and wait for its breaking of thechains, and irs 


rifing out of all its graves into its own pure life, power,and fulneſs of 
liberty in the Lord. Pe 6206 7 RR Iio- 


E1 [6] 
A teving & faithful Advertiſement to the Nation and Powers thereof. 


K ing,O Parliament,O Nation of England conſider,before the 

Decree come forth, before the ruine of the Natien ( with the 
Powers thereof) be irrevocably ſealed : for the Lord hath a contro- 
verke with this Nation, and he will plead with thee O England, who 
deſireſt not, nor canſt not bear a Government in Righteouſneſs, for 
the ſuppreſling of theevil, and encouragement of the good, but the 
good is ſtill ſuppreſſed in thee, and cannot grow asit ought, becauſe 
of the luſt of the Nation againk the purity of the life of God, and 
becauſe ot the corrupt wils,ends,and intereſts of thoſe who Rillare in 
Power. 

After King Hexry the 8th.had renounced and ſhaken off in part,the 
Popes Authority in this Nation, hedid not let it fall to the ground as 
anevil thing, but took upon himſelf che exerciſe of it, aſſuming to 
himſclfthe Headſhip and Government under Chriſt in all Ecclefhaſti- 
cal cauſes,and mattersin his Dominions. The ſame courſe his Succe(- 
ſors followed, keeping the very Titfe which the Pope gave to him of 
Defender of the Faith. And ſo Parliaments in their dayes (as if the 
Government of the Church werea right and priviledge of the Nati- 
on, and not peculiar to Chrilt) haye taken upon them to make'laws 


and orders, aboutthe Governmear of che Church and people of God 


in ſpiricual things,as well as about matters of State. 

Now it would fairly and honeſtly (with che ſpirit of meekneſs and in 
the fear of the Lord) be enquired into, whether the Popes Power and 
Authority in this Nation, was 4 true Church- Power and Authority? 
that is, whetherit was ſuch a Church-Power and Authority as Chriſt 
had inſtituted, or of another nature,even of a nature cencrary to 
Chriſt, and to his inward Government in the ſpirirs of his people ? 
For if the Popes power and Authority was a true Church-power and 
Authority, thenit may be lawful inanother hand , though not in the 
Popes : but if it was an uſurped kind of Authority and G— 
init ſelf, then it cannot be lawful in it ſelf,nor ſerviceable to Chriſt in 
any other hand, but will prove an inſtrument of War againſt him, in 
whoſe hands ſoever it be put. Andlet it be ſingly conſidered, whecher 
the Church-power inthis Nation, bath not been a curb tothe riſing 
of the purity of Religion, even a ſharp check upon the tender conſci- 
ence, but ſuch as the looſe (yea prophane ſpirit) would take pleaſure 
in andcontend for ? 

The true Church-power is onely the power of the ſpirit of Chri#. 


That conyerts mento God, and that alone isablero govern them $ 
| the 


«a7 
— - —— 


[7] 

the affairsof his kingdom ; being converted. Man medling with Re- 
ligion and Church-Government in his wiſdom, is bur a beaſt: andm 
- govern like a beaſt, namely,with force and _y over the ſpirit a 

conſcience which is tender towards God. As the Lord God of heaven 
and earth, never gavethe converting power to any, ſo neither did he 
ever give this governing power to any, further than as they were en- 
dued with his ſpirit : for thar is the Scepter of his Church and King- 
dom, which 1s a Scepter of Righteouſneſs, which leads on in the love 
and gentleneſs of the Spirit that which is to be dealtgently with, and- 
ſpiri-ually cuts off by its ſeverity and ſharpneſs hat which is co be cut 
off. And here are Chriſts limits of Government which that ſpirit and 
wiſdom which exceeds, errs and does hurt both to it ſelf and others. 

Now if in the miſt of darkneſs,web hath long over-ſpread the earth, 
( for though there brake out alitile Light ro diſcover the thick black- 
neſs of Popery , and to cauſe ſome Reformation our of it, yet the 
miſt was not expelled)this Nation hath erred, her Princes, her teachers, 
her Parliaments, and all ſorts of perſons,in laying hold on andeſta- 
bliſhing a wrong Church-power,which power hath had a bad effeR, 
namely,in ſuppreſling the progreſs of the reforming ſpirit,and — 
up a formal ſpirit (if not a ſpirit of looſeneſs and prophanels) whic 
ran backwards towards Pgpery, and not forwards from it : yet let 
them not love error,and ſo ſtrive againſt the light which ſhineth forth 
to diſcover the error ro them. Bur let them humble themſelves before 
Chriſt the Lord of all,and reſtore unto him that which is his due, leaſt 
they provoke him to wrath, and cauſe him to take from them what 
they look upon as their due : For is it not juſt with Chriſt to rake 
that power from men, which they (ſo long as they have it) will not 
forbear inannaging ard making uſe of to keep him from his power ? 
Conſider"theſe things, O England , for they helong co thy peace, 
and toward the mitigation of thy ſorrow and miſery in the day of thy 
calamity.. 

Th# i: from one who bath mourned over thee, while thou haft been rejoycing. 
Iſaac Penington the younger. 


——t— 


O that thou couldſt know,at leaſt in this laſt hour of thy day, how 
. to make thy peace with the Lord, and not begin that controverlie & 
freſh wich him, which he hath already ſo much ſhat:ered and broken 
thee about, that the dregs of the cup (whereof thou haſt already-ſo 

larglydrupk) might paſs from thee, : 2 
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-* An Explanatoty POST--SCRIPT. 


VU- readof the getting up of another Power than Chrifts in the 
Church, after the dayes of the Apoſtles, 1 Theſ.2,4. Rev.r3. 


2, which Power w.« to laſt 42, Months even all the time of Anti-Chriſts 
Reign, by which Power the Beaſt ſhould make war with, andovercom: 
the Saints inall Kindreds, Tongues, and Nations, verſ.5,6,7, And al 
thi wickedneſs and perſecution of the Saints ſhould be commutted, under 
a pretence of Riohteouſneſs, as if it were for Chriſt and the well-govern- 
ment of h:s Church, from a true and rightly-derived, and well-ballanced 
Power, 1Thel.2.8,9. Now this Power will laſt in one Form or other, e- 
ven till the very coming of Chriſt : and then ſhall that wicked Spirit (in 
all bis workings, in all bu various appearings and transforminss, as if 
he ſtill were for God, an for the right and orderly Government of hr 
Church and Temple ) be diſcovered, by degrees conſumed, and at laf 
arſftroyed, verſ,8. And then the Kings or Powers of the earth, which 
g:vetheir power and ſirength to the Beaſt ( helping him to cauſe men to 
worſhip, Rev.13.15,16.) making war with the Lamb and hu ſuffer- 
ing Saints bytheir Laws, whips, priſons, fines, &c. ſhall be overcome 
by bim, who fighteth «goin them with the ſpirit of his month, and by 
hz truth, meekneſs, and righteouſneſs, which feines in the bearrs and 
converſations of hu called, faithiul andchofen, Rev. 17,.13,14. P/al. 
* 4, Fo 
es power of C hriſt cannot hurt any of his Lambs, ( it never forced 
the weak, ones, the tender conſcienced, but he carries the Lambs in his 
boſome, and gently leads thoſe that arewith young, Ia.40.11.) He 
had rather have many H [ypocrites ſpared, than one Ear of Wheat pluck- 
ed up, Mat. 13.29. T bat Power therefore in the Church which ſpares 
the Hypocrites ( who can eaſily comply with an outward conformity in 
Worſhip, without feeling an inward life or vertue ) but lights heavy on 
that which is tender and ſhie in matters of Worſhip, ( knowing that it 
muſt give an account thereof ts Chriſt ) that is not the true Church- 
Power, but at beft but a caunter feit of the true. 


 O—— 


THE END. 
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